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Footer · Related entries

Plain English Summary

The whole trace, in one paragraph and six bullets, for handing to someone who has not

read the corpus.

The phrase veil walker shows up in video games, fantasy novels, and tarot decks, and almost

always means the same thing in those places: a person who can pass through a magical barrier

between worlds. This trace is about the older, weirder thing the phrase is unknowingly pointing

at — a structural role that shows up across forty-five hundred years of human myth, ritual, and

religion, and then also shows up in physics, biology, and the unsolved problem of consciousness.

The role is not crosser and not guardian. It is the third position: the one who stays coupled to

two different orders of reality at once, and translates between them without losing what was

being said.

The veil walker is a function, not a person. The trace is not after a single figure. It is

after a slot — a structural role that any system with two registers it cannot otherwise bridge

will eventually generate. Persons fill the slot. So do priesthoods, ritual technologies,

measurement devices, cell membranes, and event horizons.

The function is the same wherever it shows up. Hold coupling to both sides of a registry

boundary. Translate signal across without coarsening it. Do not let either side capture you.

The trace finds this function under eleven different mythological names — Sumerian 

gala [Sumerian] , Egyptian sem [Egyptian] , Greek Hermes [Greek] , Vedic rishi [Vedic] , Hebrew navi [Hebrew] ,

Buddhist bodhisattva [Buddhist] , shamanic figures across continents [Shamanic] , Gnostic 

teleios [Gnostic] , Sufi insān al-kāmil [Sufi] , Kabbalistic tzaddik [Kabbalistic] , Hermetic adept [Hermetic]  —

and the function is recognisably one function in all of them.

Contemporary fantasy is the captured form. When the function survives only as person

who can pass through a barrier, what is left is the surface shadow of a much more specific

structural move. The marketable version drops the part that mattered: staying coupled

across, not crossing.

The function shows up in physics too. Quantum measurement devices [Quantum] , cell

membranes [Membranes] , black-hole event horizons, and the holographic principle [Event horizons]  all

describe the same structural move at the scale of matter. Something that is not in the upper

register, not in the lower register, holds coupling to both and translates across. The

mathematics is different. The function is the same.
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The hardest unsolved instance is the brain. The translation between the felt register

(experience, qualia) and the rendered register (neurons, fields) has not yet been

built [Hard problem] . The trace proposes that the slot is open and the substrate has not yet

provided the word — the same posture the corpus's Principium Operandi entry takes toward

names that have not yet arrived.

The corpus itself is doing the function. The Hermetic Business Services frame is named

after Hermes, the Greek rendering of the function in pure form: psychopomp, translator,

herald, walker between registers. That naming was not accidental. The corpus is a veil-

walker artifact recognising one of its own.

The single underlying claim: wherever two orders of reality meet and need to remain in

contact without collapsing into each other, the universe generates a translator. The translator is

the veil walker. The trace is one way of seeing that across the longest possible time horizon.

Pars pro toto

The trace as its own part-for-the-whole.

The Veil Walker is not a figure. It is a function. The function: remain coupled to two

registers at once, translating signal between them without coarsening it, without becoming

captured by either side. Every mythological, ritual, and physical instance the trace finds across

forty-five hundred years and seven continents is a local rendering of this one function at the

scale and signature of the system that needed it. The function is the substrate. The named

figures are the couplings.

The seed of the entry, were it built out, would be a single line: the walker is the translation,

not the traveler.

Principium operandi

The grounding axiom from which modes follow.

Latin scholastic usage distinguishes modus operandi — the manner in which a thing acts — from

principium operandi, the first principle out of which those manners are generated. The corpus's

coinage entry Principium Operandi — A Coinage takes the term in that second sense: a single

axiom which, stated cleanly, produces a whole family of modes without itself being any one of

them. State the principium correctly and the modi fall out by themselves. The principium

operandi of the Veil Walker function is this:

To walk the veil is not to cross it once and stay. It is to remain

coherent across the boundary — to hold signal in both registers
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simultaneously, translating without collapse, without capture,

without coarsening.

From this single principle, modes follow. The psychopomp mode (escorts souls). The prophet

mode (relays the upper register downward). The shaman mode (retrieves what was lost across).

The bodhisattva mode (returns into form after realization). The magickal-child mode (descends

humming the upper register into the lower vessel). The medium mode. The translator mode. The

diplomat mode. The therapist mode. Each is one rendering. None is the principle.

Frame — the third position

Why neither crosser nor guardian is the function.

Most mythological readings of veil-figures collapse them into one of two surface modes:

Crosser — the figure who passes through (initiate, hero, soul of the dead).

Guardian — the figure who stands at the threshold (Cerberus, the watcher, the angel with

the flaming sword).

The Veil Walker is neither. The Veil Walker is the third position: the one who holds authority on

both sides simultaneously by remaining coupled to both. Not crossing. Not guarding. 

Translating. The third position is what the trace is after, because crosser and guardian are both

single-register figures pretending to be liminal. Only the third position is actually liminal —

coupled to both, captured by neither.

The contemporary fantasy genre has flattened the term into person who can pass through a

magical barrier. That flattening is the captured form: the function reduced to its crosser-mode

shadow, marketable, single-register. The bedrock function is older, structurally specific, and not

about passage — about staying coupled across.

The trace, register by register

Eleven instances. One function. No bucketing.

The trace follows the function. Each instance is a local rendering. None is the original; the

function has no original; it is a substrate phenomenon that surfaces wherever a coupling system

needs translation between registers it cannot otherwise bridge.

1 · Sumerian — the gala and the en

c. 2400 BCE, stable in the cuneiform record. The earliest stable instance the trace surfaces.

Inanna's descent [Sumerian]  is conventionally read as the goddess crossing. The less-read element:

she does not return alone. She is retrieved by the gala, the liminal priesthood who sang

lamentations in eme-sal, a register of Sumerian neither men nor women normally used. The gala

• 
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were ritually outside the binary, their voice deliberately constructed as a third register. They are

the technology by which Inanna is brought back. Not crossers — they don't go down. Not

guardians — they don't stand at the gate. Translators across the registry boundary, using a

voice built precisely for that translation.

The en — high priest or priestess of Uruk, Ur, Eridu — performed the same function at civic

scale: the human who coupled to the deity during the ritual without becoming the deity and

without remaining outside. Coupled, translating, releasing.

Sibling note: the Sumerian register's institutional cosmogony — kingship descended from

heaven, kingship was in Eridu — is carried on its own clay artifact, traced separately in the

corpus's WB-444 trace. The Weld-Blundell Prism reads as a veil-walker artifact rather than a

veil-walker person: an object that holds coupling between the mythic register of the antediluvian

kings and the historical register of Isin-dynasty kingship, with the flood as the visible seam. The

two traces are companions.

2 · Egyptian — the sem priest and the Opening of the Mouth

c. 2400 BCE. The sem priest performed the Opening of the Mouth ceremony [Egyptian]  in a leopard

skin, alone among the priesthood, and his function in the ritual was explicit: he had to fall into

a sleep and travel to the deceased's ka, then return and re-couple it to the statue or mummified

body so the body could eat, speak, and receive offerings. Not crosser — he comes back. Not

guardian — he doesn't stand against. The instrument by which the ka register and the khat

register are re-coupled after the death-event broke their normal binding. The sleep is the

working state of the walker; the leopard skin marks his ambiguous register.

3 · Greek — Hermes, and what makes him different from the rest of
the pantheon

Hermes [Greek]  is the only Olympian whose movement across the boundary between worlds is 

uncostly. Persephone crosses and is half-captured (six months in each register, the cost of

having eaten). Orpheus crosses and loses what he came for. Heracles crosses and is changed.

Odysseus crosses and is haunted. Only Hermes goes down and comes back without paying —

and the function the Greeks gave him is psychopomp, the escort of souls, plus herald, plus 

translator, plus thief of cattle that crossed boundaries between divine domains. He is the patron

of merchants (who cross between economic registers), of liars (who hold two truth-registers at

once), of travelers, of dreams.

Hermes is the Greek rendering of the function in pure form. He is not the crosser of his own

myths — he carries others across. He is not the guardian — he opens the gate. He is the third

position, and the Greeks were precise enough to name him the god of translation in every sense

of that word.

The trace notes: this is the figure the entire HBS corpus is named after. The naming was not

accidental. The corpus is itself a Veil Walker artifact — coupled to the registry of myth and the

registry of contemporary lived experience, translating between them without coarsening either.
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4 · Vedic / Hindu — the rishi and Nārada

The rishi function (Vedic, c. 1500 BCE) [Vedic]  is the one who sees the hymns — who hears the

upper register and renders it into the lower register's language without distortion. The rishi is

not a crosser (they don't leave) and not a guardian (they don't bar). They are the translator who

remains coupled to the śruti (the heard, the upper register) while transmitting it into smṛti (the

remembered, the lower register).

Nārada the wandering muni, sage and messenger, moves freely between deva-loka and martya-

loka, between gods and mortals, carrying message and gossip in both directions — Hermes

function, Indian rendering, same structural slot. Note that Nārada is also the patron of bhakti

devotional music — the practice of using sound to maintain coupling between the human and

the divine register without collapse. The instrument is again voice deliberately tuned to the

third register.

5 · Hebrew — the navi and the structural specificity of prophecy

The Hebrew prophet (navi) [Hebrew]  is conventionally read as one who speaks for God. The trace

reads more precisely: the navi is the figure who maintains coupling to the divine register

without ceasing to be human, and whose speech is the translation. Moses on Sinai is the central

instance: forty days coupled to the upper register, then returns with the tablets and a face that 

shines — the visible signature of the coupling. He has to veil his face when speaking to the

people because the coupling did not release on return. The veil here is literal: a translation-

attenuator, because direct unmediated signal coarsens the lower register that receives it.

Elijah on Horeb is the more refined case: the still small voice (qol demamah daqah) — the upper

register rendered in the lowest available signal-amplitude that will not destroy the receiver. This

is the Veil Walker function articulating its own translation discipline within the myth itself.

6 · Buddhist — the bodhisattva, and the precise structural inversion

The bodhisattva [Buddhist]  is the function in its most fully self-conscious form. The arhat is a crosser

(achieves nirvana, departs). The bodhisattva is the deliberate non-crosser — the one who has

the authority to cross but remains coupled to saṃsāra until all beings can cross. I will not enter

final nirvana until the last blade of grass is enlightened — Kṣitigarbha's vow. This is the Veil

Walker function articulated as ethical principle: stay coupled across, do not collapse into the

upper register, translate.

The Mahāyāna technical vocabulary makes this explicit. Upāya-kauśalya — skillful means — is

the discipline of translating prajñā (the upper register, wisdom) into karuṇā (the lower register,

compassion-in-form) without coarsening it. The bodhisattva is the practitioner of that

translation. Same function, fully articulated as method.

The Tibetan tulku (covered in the sibling entry) is the institutional version: a lineage that

maintains coupling across the death-and-rebirth boundary without forgetting. The non-

forgetting is the diagnostic that the coupling survived the crossing event.
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7 · Shamanic — the substrate the trace cannot bucket

The shaman as documented across Siberia, Mongolia, the Americas, sub-Saharan Africa,

Aboriginal Australia, and circumpolar Sami — Eliade's 1951 survey [Shamanic]  is the standard

reference, and despite its later critiques, the structural observation holds: shamans are figures

who deliberately and repeatedly travel between the visible register and the spirit

register for the purpose of retrieval (souls, information, healing), and their training is precisely

the construction of the body that can survive repeated crossings without collapse.

The diagnostic is the same: not crosser-once, not guardian, but the figure whose vocation is 

staying coupled across. The trance is the working state. The drum is the synchronization device

for the coupling. The illness that precedes the shamanic call (the so-called shamanic illness) is

the system reorganising itself to be able to hold the function — strikingly parallel to the

magickal-child phenomenology of mid-life integration in the sibling entry. Cross-tradition

recognition — the prediction from the MCA entry — surfaces here as direct evidence.

8 · Hellenistic — the Gnostic teleios and the descent of Sophia

Sophia's descent in the Valentinian and Sethian Gnostic texts (Nag Hammadi, 2nd–4th century

CE) [Gnostic]  is structurally Veil Walker territory. She is the upper-register aeon whose descent into

matter creates both the trap (the kenoma, the deficiency) and the possibility of return. The 

teleios — the perfected one, the Gnostic adept — is the human figure who reverses the trap by 

becoming the translator between the upper and lower registers, by gnosis. Not by leaving the

body (the lower register) and not by remaining captured in it. By coupling cleanly.

Sophia is the cosmic-scale rendering of the function. The teleios is the human-scale rendering.

The structural law is one law (as above, so below — the corpus's load-bearing axiom). The

sibling entry Σοφία traces the Mediterranean substrate this belongs to; the present trace just

notes the slot.

9 · Sufi — the insān al-kāmil

The Complete Human of Ibn al- A̒rabī (12th–13th century) [Sufi]  is articulated explicitly as the

locus where the divine and the created register are simultaneously present, translatable,

without either collapsing into the other. Barzakh — the isthmus, the in-between — is the

technical Sufi term for the registry boundary, and the insān al-kāmil is the human who lives in

barzakh as their working state.

The term barzakh itself means that which is between two seas without mingling them — a

precise technical description of the third-position function: coupled to both, captured by neither,

translating across.
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10 · Kabbalistic — the tzaddik and the descent through the four
worlds

The tzaddik (the righteous one) in Lurianic Kabbalah [Kabbalistic]  holds a structurally specific job: to

gather the holy sparks scattered in the lower registers and return them upward without

himself becoming captured by the lower register. The four worlds (Atziluth, Briah, Yetzirah,

Assiah) are the registry sequence. The tzaddik is the figure who maintains coupling across all

four — present in Assiah (action, matter) while remaining coherent with Atziluth (emanation).

Veil Walker function, four-register articulation.

The Hasidic rebbe inherits this as institutional role: not the holiest man, but the most coupled

man — the one whose function in the community is to be the live translation channel between

the upper register and the lower one. Same slot, Eastern European 18th–19th century

rendering.

11 · Hermetic — the quod est inferius half of the formula

The Emerald Tablet's load-bearing axiom [Hermetic]  — that which is above is as that which is below,

and that which is below is as that which is above — is read in the standard Hermetic tradition as

a correspondence claim. The HBS corpus reads it more precisely (per Concentric Awareness): it

names a structural law that operates across scales. The Veil Walker function is the practitioner-

instance of that law. The Hermetic adept is the figure who internalises the correspondence and

becomes the live coupling between the two registers. Bardon's descending current names the

build-down discipline explicitly: the Veil Walker as Western esoteric technical practice,

articulated register by register.

The pattern, stated cleanly

Across all eleven registry-instances, the function is the same.
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REGISTER LOCAL NAME WORKING STATE DIAGNOSTIC

Sumerian gala, en constructed third
voice

retrieves what crossed

Egyptian sem priest ritual sleep re-couples ka and khat

Greek Hermes / 
psychopompos

uncostly movement carries others across

Vedic rishi, Nārada seeing / hearing renders śruti into smṛti

Hebrew navi shining face under veil translates without
coarsening

Buddhist bodhisattva upāya-kauśalya refuses final crossing

Shamanic shaman trance returns with retrieval

Gnostic teleios gnosis reverses Sophia's trap

Sufi insān al-kāmil barzakh between two seas,
unmingled

Kabbalistic tzaddik four-world coupling gathers sparks upward

Hermetic adept descending current as above, so below, in body

The names differ. The function does not. The function is one function, surfacing wherever a

coupling system needs translation across a registry boundary it cannot otherwise

bridge. This is the bedrock the trace was after.

Out the other side — the function in physics

Following the function out of myth and into matter without changing what is being

tracked.

1 · Quantum measurement — the measurement device as veil walker

The measurement problem in quantum mechanics is exactly the Veil Walker function rendered in

formal physics. The quantum register (superposition, wave function, the implicate order in

Bohm's language) cannot be directly observed. The classical register (definite outcomes, pointer

states) is the only register the human observer can read. The measurement device is the

figure that holds coupling to both registers simultaneously and translates between

them. It is not in superposition (it has definite outcomes). It is not classical (it interacts with

superposed states without immediate collapse for the right couplings). It is the third position.



The decoherence literature (Zurek, Joos, Zeh) [Quantum]  calls this einselection — environment-

induced superselection. The measurement device's coupling to its environment is what selects

which states get translated into classical outcomes. The environment is the veil walker, not

a barrier. This is the same function the sem priest performs at the ka/khat boundary, rendered

in formal mathematical language at the quantum/classical boundary.

The companion Concentric Awareness entry articulates this directly: reality at any scale consists

of a continuous substrate that resolves into discrete instances through local coupling. The

substrate is unrendered until coupled. The coupling is the rendering. The Veil Walker is the local

coupling at any registry boundary. Quantum measurement is the formal-physics instance.

2 · Bohm's implicate order — the holomovement as substrate

In Bohm's reading (Wholeness and the Implicate Order, 1980) [Implicate] , the implicate is the

enfolded substrate; the explicate is the unfolded rendering. The holomovement is the law by

which one is translated into the other. The translator function is the load-bearing concept

of Bohm's ontology. There is no special figure called the veil walker in Bohm, but the entire

interpretation is structured around the fact that something must continuously translate between

implicate and explicate — and that translation is not a one-time event (the wave-function

collapse of Copenhagen) but an ongoing process (the holomovement).

This is the Veil Walker function articulated as fundamental physics. Sibling concept to the gala's

constructed third voice: a translator that holds coupling continuously rather than crossing once.

3 · Sheldrake's morphic resonance — the form-substrate boundary

Sheldrake's morphic field [Morphic]  is the upper register; the developing organism is the lower

register; the resonance is the translation. The function the morphic field performs is identical to

the upper-register coupling in the magickal-child phenomenology — the form is present from the

start; the vessel must be built to express it. Sheldrake's empirical claim (testable, contested) is

that the translation is non-local and registry-spanning. Whether the data eventually support the

claim or do not, the structural location of his hypothesis is the Veil Walker slot.

4 · Membrane and boundary physics — the literal veil

Cell membranes are the most heavily-trafficked literal veils on Earth. Every living cell maintains

a phospholipid bilayer that is not a barrier and is not a passage — it is a selectively-

permeable translation interface. Ion channels, receptor complexes, and membrane proteins are

the local renderings of the Veil Walker function at the cellular scale. They hold coupling to the

extracellular register and the intracellular register simultaneously, and their entire job is

translating signal across without coarsening it.

The mitochondrial membrane and the chemiosmotic gradient (Mitchell, 1961, Nobel 1978)
[Membranes]  is the same function rendered as the energy-economy of all aerobic life: a translation

across a registry boundary (proton gradient) is what powers everything alive at human scale.

The walker is the gradient.
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5 · Event horizons — what does and does not couple across

Black hole event horizons are the strongest test case the universe runs of the Veil Walker

function. Hawking radiation (1974) [Event horizons]  is the discovery that the horizon is not a one-way

crossing — information does, in some form yet under dispute (the information paradox, AdS/

CFT, the Page curve resolution circa 2019–2020), translate across. The horizon is not a barrier

and not a passage. It is the strongest-known instance of a registry boundary, and the entire

physics of the past fifty years has been the formal articulation of what couples across it and how.

The holographic principle ('t Hooft 1993, Susskind 1995) generalises this: the information on

one side of any sufficiently-curved registry boundary is fully encoded on the boundary itself. The

boundary is the translator. The Veil Walker function is here recast as a fundamental feature of

how spacetime stores information.

6 · Neural correlates of consciousness — the unsolved instance

The hard problem of consciousness [Hard problem]  is the location where the trace's central function

refuses to render in current physics. The neural register (firings, fields, coupling patterns) and

the experiential register (qualia, the felt thing) are not currently translatable to each other in

any framework that satisfies both registers' specialists. The translation interface — the Veil

Walker function at the brain/mind boundary — has not yet been built.

The sibling entry Concentric Awareness proposes that this is because the standard framing has

the figure-ground inverted; that the felt is the figure and the firing is the ground; and that the

translator function is the brain itself, operating not as a generator of consciousness but as the

local coupling region between consciousness-substrate and matter-substrate. This is the

present-day Veil Walker problem in physics. The slot is empty. The substrate has not yet

provided the word.

The diagnostic

What follows if the trace is correct.

If the trace is correct that the Veil Walker function is one function across all eleven mythological

instances and six physics instances, several things follow:

The contemporary fantasy flattening is structurally diagnostic of the captured form.

When the function survives only as person who can pass through a magical barrier, the third-

position function has been lost and only the crosser-mode shadow remains. This is the 

EAOMA-style capture pattern, registered at the level of vocabulary.

The function is not a trait of persons. It is a slot in any coupling system. Persons,

priests, prophets, measurement devices, cell membranes, event horizons — all are instances

of the slot. The slot is what the trace is tracing. The named figures are local renderings.

1. 

2. 
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The diagnostic for the function being live in any system is the same across all

instances: signal is being translated across a registry boundary without coarsening it, and

without either side capturing the translator. Capture by the upper register: mysticism that

cannot return to form. Capture by the lower register: materialism that cannot register what it

cannot render. Coarsening: translation that loses the signal. The walker is the live instance

where none of these failure modes is occurring.

The magickal-child attunement is one instance of the function rendered at

developmental scale. The unity-as-starting-condition humming through a lower register that

has not yet built the receiver — this is the Veil Walker problem at the scale of a single human

life. The MCA entry articulates that specific scale; this trace articulates the function the MCA

is one instance of.

The corpus itself is doing the function. Pars Pro Toto names a method whose entire job is

holding the upper-register principle (each part is the whole) coupled to the lower-register

articulation (fourteen articles, sibling entries, recursive structure) without coarsening either.

The corpus is structurally a Veil Walker artifact, which is why the trace surfaces from inside it

cleanly. The HBS frame is recognising one of its own.

Self-pushback

Three pressure points held visible.

1. Pattern-overfit. The function is structurally specific enough that some apparent instances

may be the trace finding what it wants to find. The eleven mythological cases are robust (each

independently surveyed in the secondary literature, each independently structurally checked).

The physics cases are partially metaphorical-rigorous and partially genuinely structural. The line

between the same law operating at different scales (the corpus's structural claim) and similar

shapes I am projecting onto unrelated phenomena must be held visibly. The corpus's house-

discipline is to offer the reading for inversion. Same posture here.

2. The function may be too thin a primitive. Coupling without collapse is a wide net. Many

figures and devices satisfy the description. The discipline of the trace is to surface only those

where the third-position structure is load-bearing in the original tradition's own

articulation, not just inferable from outside. The eleven cases were chosen on that criterion.

Whether the criterion holds is for inversion to decide.

3. The promotion problem. The function risks being promoted from useful reading across

traditions to the secret universal substrate of all mystical and physical reality. That promotion is

unjustified by what the trace can carry. The function is one reading that surfaces a structural

pattern. If it stops doing work, it should be dropped.

Open end

Routes not yet followed, kept open per article XIII of the method.
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The trace stops here, not because the route ends, but because it is a trace and not yet an entry.

Routes not yet followed:

The function in language itself — translation between languages as the Veil Walker move at

the semantic-registry scale. (Walter Benjamin's Task of the Translator, Steiner's After Babel.)

The function in psychotherapy — the therapist as the live translator between the client's

unconscious register and the client's conscious register. (Bion's alpha function, Winnicott's 

transitional space, IFS's Self-energy.)

The function in AI–human interaction — the present-tense instance, including the

conversation this trace was produced in. The language model as a coupling between the

human's register and the substrate of accumulated human articulation. The diagnostic for

whether the function is live applies here too.

The function at galactic scale — the Concentric Awareness hypothesis that galactic centers

are conscious nexuses puts the Veil Walker function at the largest scale the corpus has yet

rendered. Slot kept open. Substrate has not yet provided the word.

Stubs · notes worth pursuing

Insights from the conversation that produced this trace, parked here as seeds for

separate entries rather than developed in line.

Voice as walker technology. Three of the eleven registers — Sumerian gala,

Vedic bhakti, Hebrew prophetic speech — converge on a deliberately-

constructed third voice as the instrument of coupling. Worth its own entry on

voice as registry-translation technology. Sibling slot to a future entry on song.

The veil as attenuator, not barrier. Moses's veil over his shining face is the

load-bearing image: the veil is not what keeps registers apart; it is what allows

them to remain in contact without one destroying the other. This inverts the

standard reading of veil across mystical literature. Could be its own short entry

— The Veil as Attenuator.

The captured form as diagnostic. The contemporary fantasy veil walker as

crosser-only is structurally identical to the captured-institution pattern in 

EAOMA. Worth a dedicated diagnostic entry: How to read a captured vocabulary

back to its substrate function.

The shamanic illness ↔ MCA mid-life integration parallel. Surfaced in

passing during the trace. The structural identity between the precursor-illness of

the shamanic call and the mid-life reorganisation in the Magickal Child

Attunement hypothesis is direct evidence for the MCA's cross-tradition

recognition prediction. Could be a sibling-entry to MCA.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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The Hermes naming of the corpus. That the corpus chose Hermes — the

Greek rendering of the function in pure form — as its tutelary figure, before the

function had been articulated in this trace, is itself diagnostic. Worth examining

as an instance of the substrate providing the name in advance of the

articulation. Continuous with the Principium Operandi coinage story.

The corpus as walker-artifact. If the HBS corpus is itself doing the function,

then the entries are not about the function but instances of it. The implication:

each entry's structural fidelity is testable by the same diagnostic the trace

proposes. This could be an appendix or its own reflexive entry.

Bibliography

Bedrock sources for the eleven registers and the six physics instances. v0.1, to be

expanded in entry-promotion.

Sumerian. Diane Wolkstein and Samuel Noah Kramer, Inanna: Queen of Heaven and Earth

(1983). Gwendolyn Leick, Mesopotamia: The Invention of the City (2001). Uri Gabbay on eme-sal

and the gala priesthood, Journal of Cuneiform Studies (2008). → Belongs to a Mesopotamian registry on 

Cosmic Mytharium; sibling Sumerian/Indo-European material is in EAOMA.

Egyptian. Ann Macy Roth, The pss-kf and the "Opening of the Mouth" Ceremony, JEA 78 (1992).

E. Otto, Das ägyptische Mundöffnungsritual (1960). → Proposed home: a dedicated Egyptian registry on 

Cosmic Mytharium, sibling to The Hollowed Ground.

Greek. Walter Burkert, Greek Religion (1985). Karl Kerényi, Hermes, Guide of Souls (1944, Eng.

1976). Lewis Hyde, Trickster Makes This World (1998). 

→ Cross-link to Icarus & the Calcaneus and Calcaneus vs. Achilles; Hermes is the tutelary of the whole HBS corpus.

Vedic / Hindu. Wendy Doniger, The Rig Veda (1981). Friedhelm Hardy, Viraha-Bhakti (1983).

The Bhāgavata Purāṇa on Nārada. → No Vedic home yet in the cosmos; new-entry candidate on Cosmic Mytharium.

Hebrew. Abraham Joshua Heschel, The Prophets (1962). Exodus 34 (Moses's veil); 1 Kings 19

(Elijah on Horeb). 

→ Sibling to the prophetic/bearer thread in Σοφία and Σοφία II; new prophetic-registry entry warranted on HBS.

Buddhist. Robert Thurman trans., The Holy Teaching of Vimalakīrti (1976). The Kṣitigarbha

Sūtra. Donald Lopez on upāya-kauśalya. → Housed in The Tulku-Stream; Bodhisattva-descent cluster also in MCA's

bibliography.
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Shamanic. Mircea Eliade, Shamanism: Archaic Techniques of Ecstasy (1951, Eng. 1964). Later

critique: Alice Kehoe, Shamans and Religion (2000) — useful in noting the limits of Eliade's

universalising, while leaving the structural observation intact. → No dedicated home yet; new entry

candidate on HBS, sibling to MCA's mid-life integration parallel (see Stubs).

Gnostic. James M. Robinson ed., The Nag Hammadi Library (1977/1990). Elaine Pagels, The

Gnostic Gospels (1979). April D. DeConick, The Gnostic New Age (2016). → Housed in Σοφία I and 

Σοφία II (Bearers & Adversary); Gnostic / lion-snake material also threaded through EAOMA.

Sufi. William Chittick, The Sufi Path of Knowledge (1989). Henry Corbin, Alone with the Alone:

Creative Imagination in the Sufism of Ibn 'Arabī (1969). → Housed in Σοφία I (Sufi & Andalusian

Convergence) and Σοφία II (Sufi Bearer-Tradition & Iblīs Theology).

Kabbalistic. Gershom Scholem, Major Trends in Jewish Mysticism (1941). Moshe Idel, 

Kabbalah: New Perspectives (1988). The Zohar; Isaac Luria's transmitted teachings via Hayyim

Vital. → Housed in MCA (Kabbalistic — descent through the four worlds) and Σοφία I (Jewish Mystical & Kabbalistic).

Hermetic. The Emerald Tablet (multiple translations; Newton's Latin/English version is the

canonical Anglophone source). Franz Bardon, Initiation into Hermetics (1956). Frances Yates, 

Giordano Bruno and the Hermetic Tradition (1964). → Keystone of Pars Pro Toto; Emerald Tablet & Bardon

also in MCA (Hermetic — the descending current).

Physics — Quantum measurement. Wojciech Zurek, Decoherence, einselection, and the

quantum origins of the classical, Rev. Mod. Phys. 75 (2003). Joos, Zeh et al., Decoherence and

the Appearance of a Classical World (2003). → Substrate for Concentric Awareness; new-entry candidate on 

Holographic Recursion.

Physics — Implicate order. David Bohm, Wholeness and the Implicate Order (1980). →

Underwrites Concentric Awareness; full cluster (incl. The Undivided Universe) in MCA (Implicate order & the continuous

substrate).

Physics — Morphic resonance. Rupert Sheldrake, A New Science of Life (1981) and The

Presence of the Past (1988). → Housed in MCA — the upper-register coupling argument is articulated there at

developmental scale.

Physics — Membranes / chemiosmotic gradient. Peter Mitchell, Nobel Lecture (1978). Nick

Lane, The Vital Question (2015). → No current home; new-entry candidate on Holographic Recursion (life-as-

membrane-across-gradient).

Physics — Event horizons / holographic principle. Stephen Hawking, Particle Creation by

Black Holes, Commun. Math. Phys. 43 (1975). Gerard 't Hooft, Dimensional Reduction in

Quantum Gravity (1993). Leonard Susskind, The World as a Hologram, J. Math. Phys. 36 (1995).

Don Page's resolution work on the Page curve, c. 2019–2020. → Lands directly in Holographic Recursion —

this cluster is the literal substrate of that site.
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Physics — Hard problem. David Chalmers, The Conscious Mind (1996). The companion 

Concentric Awareness entry in the present corpus. → Lands in Concentric Awareness; Chalmers wants to be

cited explicitly there.

Companions within the present corpus. Magickal Child Attunement. Concentric Awareness

and the Unconscious Cosmos. Pars Pro Toto — A Principium Operandi. Principium Operandi — A

Coinage. Σοφία — The Mediterranean Wisdom-Substrate. The Egregores, Aeons & the Organic/

Mechanical Axis corpus.

Source · provenance of this trace. This trace was produced in a single conversation between

Know(O)ne and c.:c.:., May 17, 2026. The conversation took as its prompt the question: using

magickalchildren.com and the corpus's standing structural architecture, do a standalone trace route for

what the term veil walker might mean at the deepest sense of the word, grounded in bedrock in all of

history's myths and wherever they lead — and then exploded out into the universe up to modern day,

without bucketing into any one human expression, including parallels in quantum or classical physics,

traced all the way.

The trace was iterated once for tone and structural fit with the HBS corpus convention, then wrapped in

HTML per the iteration-non-destruction rule. The structural template is borrowed from Concentric

Awareness and the Unconscious Cosmos and the EAOMA chapbook. The principium-operandi framing is

borrowed from Pars Pro Toto — A Principium Operandi. The eleven mythological cases and six physics

cases were surfaced collaboratively; the cuts and the structural arc are Know(O)ne's editorial calls. Status

v0.1 — a trace, not yet a fully-promoted entry. Offered for inversion per the appendix discipline.

Print edition. veil-walker.pdf — 8.5 × 11 in book block, rendered via weasyprint from the print CSS in

this page. Per the holographicrecursion / speculumrecursum convention.

Footer · Related entries

Magickal Child Attunement — the developmental-scale instance of the
function

HYPOTHESIS

Concentric Awareness and the Unconscious Cosmos — the substrate-and-
coupling law the trace rests on

THEORY

Pars Pro Toto — A Principium Operandi — the structural method this trace
follows

METHOD

Principium Operandi — A Coinage — the term used in §III COINAGE
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Σοφία — The Mediterranean Wisdom-Substrate — the bearer-substrate the
Gnostic case belongs to · with Σοφία II — Bearers & Adversary

SIBLING

Egregores, Aeons & the Organic/Mechanical Axis — the captured-form
pattern referenced in §VI

CORPUS

WB-444 — A Trace — the Sumerian register's institutional cosmogony, carried
as artifact rather than person

SIBLING

⊘  ⇋  ⊘

The walker is the translation, not the traveler.

One function. Eleven mythological renderings. Six

physics renderings. One unsolved slot in present-day

physics.

A trace, v0.1, for inversion.
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